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It is estimated that 35,812,000 bushels of grain corn, or 1.2 percent of an 
estimated national crop of 2,941.423,000 bushels, were destroyed by the 
European corn borer (Pyrausta nubilalis (Hbn.)) in 1951. When average 
pricesl/ received by farmers as of December 15, 1951, are applied, the 
crop loss value becomes $57,438,000. The estimated loss for 1951 is the 
lowest of the past five years, - bY 


The estimated production, value of production and loss of crop for counties 
included in the estimates are given in table l. 


Borer population data on which the estimates are based were peieiwed 
through fall surveys by State agencies in 700 infested counties in 26 States?/, 
The estimates of damage include 982 infested counties, 282 more than were 
surveyed, and 68 percent of those known to be infested in the United States. 
Estimated populations for the counties not surveyed were obtained through 
use of district averages or average populations of adjoining or nearby. coun- 
ties. 


Generally, the index ef 3 percent loss per borer per plant was used in 
computing estimates of loss. 


Production data by States as reported in December,195i by the Crop Report-: 
ing Board of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics were used as a basis 
for calculating bushel losses, District and county estimates of production 
for 1951 were not available. When figures of this type were needed, the 
average production based on data of recent years was used. 


1/ U.S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics, Farm Product Prices Up 1 
Percent, Parity Ratio at 107. U.S. Bur. Agr. Econ., Agricultural 
Prices,. 30 pp. Dec. :29, 2951, 


2/ Beck, E. W. Status of the European Corn Borer in 1951, U.S. Bur. Ent. 
& Plant Quar., Cooperative Economic Insect Report, Vol. 1, Special 
Report No, 3, pp., 67-85 Feb. 1, 1952. 


ag U, S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. Acreage, yield, and production 
of principal crops. U.S, Bur. Agr. Econ,, Cape Rpt. Bd., Ann. Sum. 
Crop Production, 99 pp., Dec, 17, 1951, 
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